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Marginalization 
of The High 
and The Low
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Focusing on urban scavengers, this 

project visualizes informal recycling 

networks by structuring field research 

into classification systems and relational 

maps. The work examines how data 

visualization can make invisible labor 

systems legible while addressing ethical 

concerns of representation and agency.

Region ｜

Yanjiao, Hebei, China

Theme ｜

Informal Economy / Data Ethics / 

System Mapping
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Waste - pickers often come into 
contact with garbage and waste 
products, and may face the risk of 
infectious diseases related to waste.

Waste - pickers may lack proper sanitation 
facilities, such as hand - washing facilities and 
disinfectants, increasing the
risk of infection.

During the pandemic, traffic 
restrictions and lockdown measures 
may limit the mobility of waste - 
pickers, making it difficult for them to 
find sufficient waste.

During the pandemic, the 
activities of social support 
organizations and volunteer 
agencies may be restricted, 
reducing the support and 
assistance for waste - pickers.

During the pandemic, due to the "city - 
lockdown" management policy in Yanjiao, traffic 
blockage occurred. The collected waste piled up 
in mountains, unable to be transported out and 
sold for money.

During the pandemic, the waste market 
may be affected, with demand decreasing 
or prices falling, resulting in a reduction of 
waste - pickers' income.

Waste - pickers usually rely on waste - related 
income for a living. However, during the pandemic, 
with other economic activities restricted, they may 
find it difficult to find other sources of income.

During the pandemic, the lack of 
social interaction with others has a 
negative impact on mental health.

The uncertainty and 
economic difficulties 
brought about by the 
pandemic may increase 
the anxiety and stress of 
waste - pickers, affecting 
their mental health.

During the pandemic, the supply chain 
of daily necessities may be disrupted, 
leaving waste - pickers facing shortages 
of items needed for daily life.

They may face the 
risk of food shortages 
and hunger, especially 
during the pandemic 
when food relief 
efforts and resource 
allocation may be 
restricted.
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Information about 
Other Waste Pickers 
Obtained from Waste 
- Pickers |

Gender：
Age：
Background：

Reuse：

2022.4

Aantonomasi：                 Aunt Liu
Hometown：                            Heibei

Work time：                   8.00-18.00

Age：                                                 65  

Major：                   Salvage station
Reuse：                                      Nope

Sales frequency：         a mounth   
Income：                     about ¥4000

Working age：                      6 years
Reason：                          Earn more

Background：                      Farmer

Economic status of children：     
                             Small shop owner
Child relationship status：
            Her daughter-in-law often 
                                       delivers food

2022.4

Aantonomasia：    Grandma Wang
Hometown：                Shandong

Work time：                      Morning

Age：                                                86

Major：                            Cardboard

Reuse：                                      Nope

Sales frequency： The same day  

Income：                                ¥20-40

Working age：         over 20 years  

Reason：                                   Habit 

Background：               Housewife

Economic status of children：               
                              Living in a villa area
Child relationship status：                       
           Great, but they don't allow  
                                picking up scrap

2022.4

Aantonomasia： Grandma Zhang
Hometown：              Shengyang

Work time：                 7.00-23.00

Age：                                               62   

Major：                             Anything
Reuse：                                Nope

Sales frequency：           A week
Income：                  about ¥1000

Working age：       over 40 years 
Reason：Cherish items, Habit 

Background：             Scavenger 

Economic status of children：                      
                                    middle class
Child relationship status：                           
                                                      well, 
      he still work-study program

Male
20-25

rich 
second-generation 

Earn more

Gender：
Age：
Background：

Reuse：

Female
90+

Upper Class
Habit

Gender：
Age：
Background：

Reuse：

Female
70-75

Middle class
Habit

Gender：
Age：
Background：

Reuse：

Male
75-80

Middle class
Habit

Gender：
Age：
Background：

Reuse：

Female
80-85

Middle class
Habit
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Character research |

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia：           Uncle Ge
Hometown：                       Heibei 

Work time：                 8.00-18.00

Age：                                               67 

Major：                 Salvage station

Reuse：                                    Nope

Sales frequency：       a mounth 

Income：                   about ¥4000

Working age：                    6 years

Reason：                       Earn more

Background：           truck driver

Economic status of children：       
                            Small shop owner
Child relationship status：    
                 His son  hate them for 
                             collecting waste

2022.4

Aantonomasia：    Uncle Zhang
Hometown：                        Heibei

Work time：                      Anytime 

Age：                                                62

Major: Paper shell, Water bottle

Reuse：                                         Yes

Sales frequency：            Unfixed

Income：                      about ¥100

Working age：                       a year

Reason：                  conveniently

Background：                Unwilling   

Economic status of children：          
                                                Enough 
Child relationship status：         
     Not allowed to pick up scrap

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia：
Hometown：                      Anhui

Work time：               8.00-18.00

Age：                                            26

Major ：                  Waste paper       
                             factory workers
Reuse：                                   Nope

Sales frequency：    a mounth

Income：                about ¥3000

Working age：                 3 years

Reason ：                             Skint

Background：   Small vendors
                 waste station workers
Economic status of children：                             
                                                   Nope 
Child relationship status：                         
                                           Harmony

                               Tiddler

 Based on daily observations of waste pickers—noting 
differences in their clothing, modes of transportation, 
and tools for collecting recyclables—I became 
intrigued by their backgrounds and conducted field 
research on waste pickers in Yanjiao. The study found 
that most engage in this work not out of financial 
necessity, but due to ample leisure time and ingrained 
frugal habits.

Information on scavengers Information on scavengers Information on scavengers Information on scavengers

FAMILY 
TIES
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VALUE 
MATCHING

SWITCHING 
SYSTEM

 S e t  u p  a  w a s t e  t r a n s f e r  s t a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  a  v a l u e  -  m a t c h i n g 
ta b l e .  At  t h e  t ra n s fe r  stat i o n ,  Pa r t y  A  ca n  exc h a n ge  wa ste  t h e y 
have for  waste they desire.  Party A can transform the waste into 
reusable items during use.  Meanwhile,  Party B can sell  the waste 
they pick to obtain its corresponding value and also gain a sense of 
satisfaction from social interaction.

Waste Price List ｜

Recycling 
Price
(Yuan/jin)

Type
Details

Price 
Ratio

0.20--0.25 Wood

Waste Matching Table ｜

Waste
around  / Exchange 

for goods

1  ：2 1  ：4

ratio 
of waste :
around

exchange
waste
number

0.80--0.90 Newspaper

0.50--0.60 Flower Paper

0.80--0.90 Yellow Board Paper

0.70--0.75 Supermarket Paper

0.70--0.75 Paper Commodity

0.90--1.00 Beverage Bottle

0.80--1.00 PVC Pipe

0.20--0.40 Miscellaneous Plastics

0.20--0.40 Textile Plastics

1.20--1.40 Acrylic

22.00--31.20 Waste Purple/Red Copper

15.00--25.00 Waste Yellow/Bronze

5.75--10.50 Waste Raw/Cooked Aluminum

5.00--10.50 Waste Zinc Alloy

3.00--8.00 Stainless Steel  304

1.75--2.50 Stainless Steel  201

1.40--1.55 Waste Iron

64.00--100.00 Tungsten Steel

40.00--144.00 Tin

2.50--8.50 Waste Tin Paste Bottle

35.00--1300.00 Gold Plating

4.00--5.00 Beverage Can

0.40--0.60 Cotton Fabric

3.50--5.50 Waste PC

2.50--4.50 Waste ABS

3.50--5.50 Waste POM

4.50--5.50 Waste TPU

1.50--3.00 Waste Silicone

0.20--0.40 Waste High - White Glass 

0.10--0.30 Waste Ordinary Glass

Newspaper

Flower Paper

Yellow Board 
Paper
Supermarket 
Paper
Paper Commodity

Beverage Bottle

PVC Pipe

Miscellaneous 
Plastics

Textile Plastics

Acrylic

Waste Purple/Red 
Copper 
Waste Yellow/
Bronze
Waste Raw/Cooked 
Aluminum 

Waste Zinc Alloy

Stainless Steel 
201

Waste Iron

Tungsten Steel

Tin

Waste Tin Paste 
Bottle

Gold Plating

Beverage Can

Cotton Fabric

Waste PC

Waste ABS

Waste POM

WastenTPU

Waste Silicone

Waste High - White 
Glass 
Waste Ordinary 
Glass 

Paper category  
Wood

Wood
Cotton Fabric

Acrylic

Beverage Bottle

Paper Commodity

yellow Board Paper

Waste High - White Glass

Waste Ordinary Glasss

1  ：1 10  ：1 100 ：1 1000 ：12  ：1 4  ：1 40  ：1 80  ：120  ：1

swapper A

target junk 1

waste junk 2

information 
record

junkman B

possession 
of junk 1

exchange 
intermediary

Stainless Steel 
304

Plastic  category  
glass 

M
etal  category  

Barter ｜
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基
于
对
燕
郊
拾
荒
者
的
观
察

Waste Art Exchange Community ｜ WEB
DISPLAY

One can publish their creations under any pseudonym, 
but must note the creation time, 
location, materials used, creative thoughts, etc.

If waste - picking elderly people 
see that the waste they collect 
is used for artistic creation, will 
they no longer consider waste - 
picking a marginalized activity
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22 23

The waste transfer station not only enables the exchange of usable waste.But also, 
based on the artist community, 
has established an online community for display and exchange.Entering the waste art 
community,one can showcase any form of artistic creation made from waste.


