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Marginalization
of The High
and The Low

ocusing on urban scavengers, this

DINT'TOADHA "TVINHOANI

project visualizes informal recycling
networks by structuring field research
into classification systems and relational
maps. The work examines how data
visualization can make invisible labor
systems legible while addressing ethical

concerns of representation and agency.
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Waste - pickers may lack proper sanitation
facilities, such as hand - washing facilities and
disinfectants, increasing the

risk of infection. =

Lack of sanitation
facilities

T Infection

Waste - pickers often come into risk

contact with garbage and waste \_/ ks
P

sorting products, and may face the risk of
infectious diseases related to waste.

During the pandemic, traffic
\ \ restrictions and lockdown measures
may limit the mobility of waste -
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-7 sold for money.

During the pandemic, the waste market

may be affected, with demand decreasing

or prices falling, resulting in a reduction of

waste - pickers' income.
Waste - pickers usually rely on waste - related
income for a living. However, during the pandemic,
with other economic activities restricted, they may
find it difficult to find other sources of income.
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During the pandemic, the lack of
social interaction with others has a waste - pickers, affecting
negative impact on mental health. their mental health.

issues

/ Shortage
4 of daily
necessities

Anxiety
and
stress

Sense
of social
isolation

The uncertainty and
economic difficulties
brought about by the
pandemic may increase
the anxiety and stress of

They may face the

risk of food shortages
and hunger, especially
during the pandemic
when food relief
efforts and resource
allocation may be
restricted.

During the pandemic, the supply chain
of daily necessities may be disrupted,
leaving waste - pickers facing shortages
of items needed for daily life.
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Character research |

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia: Tiddler
Hometown: Anhui
Age: 26
8.00-18.00

Major : Waste paper
factory workers
Reuse: Nope

Work time:

Sales frequency: amounth
about ¥3000
Working age: 3years

Income:

Reason :

Background: Smallvendors
waste station workers

Economic status of children:
Nope
Child relationship status:
Harmony

Based on daily observations of waste pickers—noting

differences in their clothing, modes of transportation,

and tools for collecting recyclables—I became

intrigued by their backgrounds and conducted field

research on waste pickers in Yanjiao. The study/found

that most engage in this work not out of financial

necessity, but due to ample leisure time-@nd ingrained —
= frugal habits.

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia: Uncle Ge
Hometown: Heibei
Age: 67
8.00-18.00

Major: Salvage station

Work time:

Reuse: Nope

a mounth
about ¥4000
Working age: 6 years

Sales frequency:

Income:

Reason:

Background: truck driver

Economic status of children:
Small shop owner
Child relationship status:

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia:  Uncle Zhang
Hometown: Heibei
Age: 62
Work time: Anytime
Major: Paper shell, Water bottle
Reuse: Yes
Sales frequency: Unfixed
about ¥100

Working age: ayear

Income:

Reason:
Background: Unwilling

Economic status of children:

Child relationship status:

FIELD
RESEARCH

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasi: Aunt Liu
Hometown: Heibei
Age: 65
8.00-18.00

Major: Salvage station

Work time:

Reuse: Nope

a mounth
about ¥4000

Sales frequency:
Income:
Working age: 6 years
Reason:

Background: Farmer

Economic status of children:
Small shop owner
Child relationship status:
Her daughter-in-law often
delivers food
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Information abouts*
Other Waste Pickers
Obtained from Waste
- Pickers|

Gender: Male
Age: 20-25
Background: rich

second-generation
Reuse: Earn more

Information on scavengers2022.4

Aantonomasia:  GrandmaWang
Hometown: Shandong
Age: 86
Work time: Morning
Major: Cardboard

Reuse: Nope

Sales frequency: The same day

Income: ¥20-40
Working age: over 20 years
Reason:
Background:
Economic status of children:
Child relationship status:

Great, but they don't allow
picking up scrap

Housewife

Gender: Male
Age: 75-80
Background:

Middle class
Reuse: Habit

Gender: Female
Age: 90+
Background:
Upper Class
Reuse: Habit

Gender: Female
Age: 80-85
Background:
Middle class
Reuse: Habit

Gender: Female
Age: 70-75
Background:
Middle class
Reuse: Habit

Information on scavengers 2022.4

Aantonomasia: GrandmaZhang

Hometown:
Age:

Work time:
Major:
Reuse:

Shengyang
62
7.00-23.00
Anything
Nope

Sales frequency: A week

Income:
Working age:
Reason:

Background:

about ¥1000

over 40 years

Scavenger

Economic status of children:

Child relationship status:

well,

he still work-study program
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VALUE SWITCHING Barter |
MATCHING SYSTEM

swapper A

0.80--0.90 Newspaper @ Newspaper

Yellow Board
Paper

Supermarket
Paper

0.70--0.75 Paper Commodity Paper Commodity

0.50--0.60 Flower Paper Flower Paper 1
0.90--1.00 Beverage Bottle Beverage Bottle T = S T
0.80--1.00 PVC Pipe ® PVC Pipe %
________________________________________ : junkman B
0.20--0.40 Miscellaneous Plastics Mlgscglclgneous waste junk 2
020040 TextilePlastics ~ —SE—E—E0—0—0—0—— Textile Plastics /i,»&f\:;@
; ; " Y

0.80--0.90 Yellow Board Paper

0.70--0.75 Supermarket Paper I

K108a3ed Jaded

target junk 1

1.20--1.40 Acrylic Acrylic

3.50--5.50 Waste PC Waste PC | “"?\%\\ %mo}“
250-450 WasteaBs = — CEMERMEREE 4 ] 4 [ Waste ABS / — N
350550 WastePoM = — A EREEAEEL § | 4 L Waste POM 7 7 W
450550 WasteTPU — —d Y 7 D N S S WastenTPU / h &
""""""" information \ =

1.50--3.00 Waste Silicone Waste Silicone °—f\ record
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[ 1 22.00-31.20 Waste Purple/Red Copper
[
O
O
a
0
0

0.20--0.40 Waste High - White Glass %\Il%ztse Al -White--m PIOEHESS o
______________________________________________ . & of junk 1
0.10--0.30 Waste Ordinary Glass Waste Ordinary | &
_________________________ AN AN waste Purple/Red +
Copper
15.00--25.00 Waste Yellow/Bronze e aleny /
5.75--10.50 Waste Raw/Cooked Aluminum %3§?n%ar¥]v/moked exchange
5.00--10.50 Waste Zinc Alloy Waste Zinc Alloy intermediary
. Il
3.00-8.00 Stainless Steel 304 spniesssteel | =
. D,
1.75--2.50 Stainless Steel 201 Sl S o
Q
1.40--1.55 Waste Iron Waste Iron Ug Set up a waste transfer station based on a value - matchjng
[ 64.00-100.00 T _— . Steel 3 table. At the transfer station, Party A can exchange waste they
.00--100. ungsten Stee ungsten Stee
& - have for waste they desire. Party A can transform the waste i
[ 40.00--144.00 Tin Ul reusable items during use. Meanwhile, Party B can sell the waste
O 2.50--8.50 Waste Tin Paste Bottle ‘é’ggttlg“" Paste they pick to obtain its corresponding value and also gain a sense of
[ ]35.00--1300.00 Gold Plating Gold Plating satisfaction from social interaction.
0 4.00--5.00 Beverage Can Beverage Can
| 0.40--0.60 Cotton Fabric Cotton Fabric
| 0.20--0.25 Wood Wood
Price  Recycling Type D X R RN NN DN Waste
. . . 2 8 Q Q) O Q
Ratio  Price  Details S & L L TP around / Exchange
(Vuan/jin) £ S %rgb &o\‘?‘ Q\Q\'O & for goods
Q& J 5 & AT
q,b ) 2N Q@ > .
Waste Price List | o \Q’&\' 50 Waste Matching Table |
) 55
&

ratio exchange ® . . ®
of waste : waste

around number 1:2 1:4 1:1 2:1 4:1 10:120:1 40:1 80 :1 100:1 1000: 1
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Waste Art Exchange Community | WEB
DISPLAY

If waste - picking elderly people

see that the waste they collect

The waste transfer station not only enables the exchange of usable waste.But also, [ e 1

based on the artist community, they no longer consider waste -

has established an online community for display and exchange.Entering the waste art picking a marginalized activity

community,one can showcase any form of artistic creation made from waste.

Le0nE0:° 2sDREErE W=

One can publish their creations under any pseudonym,
but must note the creation time,
location, materials used, creative thoughts, etc.

SI93O01d 21SBAA 10 SUOTIEBAIDSAO ATITED UO DIOSBAa




